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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1941 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban  District  Council 

'6  f^ewbipTsin-by-' t he-S  e  a .  ~ 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1941,  bearing  upon  the 
state  of  health  and  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District. 

The  design  of  the  Report  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
circular  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

For  the  year  under  review  further  instructions  have  been  given 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  which,  as  the  War  drags  on,  tend  to  a 
progressive  abbreviation  in  the  amount  of  statistical  information 
to  be  made  available,  mainly  on  grounds  of  national  security. 

Hence  are  omitted  complete  tables  of  local  populations  or 
quotations  from  figures  supplied  by  the  R-G.  which  may  enable  any 
substantial  series  of  local  populations  to  be  reconstructed. 

The  Report  is  therefore  confined  to  the  quotation  of  rates  only 
and  total  figures  are  omitted. 

For  similar  reasons  no  mention  is  made  of  activities  in 
connection  with  war-time  industrial,  military  and  other  important 
developments,  such  as  extensions  of  water  supply  or  sewerage  works 
or  other  public  utility  undertakings. 

Of  major  importance  was  the  endeavour  to  secure  a  large 
proportion  of  protection  against  diphtheria  among  pre-school  v 
children  and  school  children,  and  for  a  first  attempt  I  felt 
reasonably  satisfied  with  the  attainment  of  52%  of  the  school 
children  immunised,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
number  were  presumed  to  have  been  protected  by  the  one  shot  method 
adopted  in  previous  campaigns. 

I  must  admit  to  some  disappointment  at  the  small  percentage 
(31%)  of  pre-school  children  who  have  been  subjected  to  preventive 
treatment  as  they  constitute  the  age  group  most  susceptible  to 
fatal  diphtheria. 

I  have  again  pleasure  in  expressing  my  appreciation. of  the 
consideration  extended  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Council  ana  tor 
the  assistance  of  the  staffs  in  the  Sanitary  Department  and  other 
departments  of  the  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ANGUS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Urban  District  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. 


February,  1943- 
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1. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1941. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  in  acres  -  1,841. 

Registrar  General fs  estimate  of 

Resident  population  mid  1941  .  Suppressed. Min. of  H. 

circular  2601. 


Rateable  value  -  £35 >803 


One  penny  rate  produces  -  £149 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941)  -  Suppressed. Min. c 

H.  circular  2601 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  -  17.7 
Still  birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  -  54.2 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  -  12.6 

Death  from  Puerperal  Causes ^headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
Generals  short  list)$- 


No.29  Puerperal  Sepsis 
No. 30  Other  maternal  causes 

Total 


Death  Rate  per  1.000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

0 

0 

0 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ages  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births . .  111.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  _  121.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  0.0 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (  all  ages)  . . .  t .  11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (  all  ages)  . . .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (  all  ages)  . . .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ....................  0 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  -  1940 


Causes  of 

Und 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

Total 

under 

1-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

under 

death. 

1  wk 

wks 

wks 

wks 

1  mth  mths 

mths 

mths 

mths 

1  yr. 

Atalectasis 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Debility  & 

Prem: birth 

6 

_ 

1 

7 

_ 

7 

Pink  disease 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cons  malform¬ 
ations  . 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

mm 

2 

Birth  injury 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

m* 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  s 
Meningitis 

_  ri 

mm 

. 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Intestinal 

obstruction 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Totals 

9 

— 

3 

— 

12 

2 

1 

1 

2 

18 

SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area* 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 


Laboratory  facilities  are  obtained  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Newburn.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilized 
is  shown  be lows 


Specimens  sent  in  by. 
C.C.T.O. 

Medical  Practitioners. 
M.O.H. 

Medical  Practitioners. 
M.O.H. 

Medical  Practitioners 
M.O.H. 

Medical  Practitioners 
M.O.H. 

Medical  Practitioners. 


Specimen. 

Sputa,  tubercle, 
do 

Swabs  for  C. 
diphtheriae . 

do 

Swabs  for 
Haemolytic 
Streptococcus . 
do 

Blood  for  Widal 
do 

Faeces  for  Enteric 
Organisms . 
do 


Neg.  Pos. 

13  .  1 

70  2 

8 

4  15 

1 

2  1 

2  2 


8  1 


3. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


For  accidents  and  non- infectious  cases  -  one  (Miners  Welfare) 
Newbiggin;  one  (Miners  1/elTare)  North's eat on  Colliery. 

, infectious^  diseases  (a)  up  to  30th  September  1941  Ashington 
Urban  District  Council  by  arrangement ; 

,  .  _  , ,  (b)  1st  October  1941  and  onwards  the 

ambulance  of  the  south  East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  are  now  four  nurses  within  the  district  as  follows 

Two  Newbiggin  Colliery  Welfare;  One  North  Seaton  Colliery  Welfare; 
One  District  Nursing  Association. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS ;  -  No  change. 

Publ i c  _and  Voluntary i  -  There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION 


Sanit ary  C i rcuns t an ces__ of 


the 


Area, 


WATER  o 


Water  is  derived  in  bulk  from 
Corporation.  The  daily  consumption 
200,000  gallons. 


the  reservoirs  of  'Tynemouth 
during  1941  was  approximately 


North  Seaton  Colliery  and  North  Seaton  Village  are  supplied 
from  the  North  Seaton  Pit. 


During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  -  2  from 
Newbiggin  Colliery,  both  of  which  were  submitted  to  full  sanitary 
analyses,  and  2  from  different  points  in  Newbiggin  which  were 
subjected  to  bacterioscopic  analyses  only.  The  results  are  set 
out  below  m  extenso. 


VSampies ^from  Newbiggin  Colliery  marked  "Taken  at  the  Screens  11  a.m. 
27.12.40’  and  ’Taken  down  the  pit  at  10.30  a.m.  2?, 12. 40”. 


Received  28th  December  1940. 


Total  solid  matters  in  solution  drie< 
Chlorine  existing  as  chlorides 

onia  . 

Albuminoid  ammonia  . . . 

Nitrogen  existing  as  nitrates  .  // 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at  25°( 

4  hours  "  " 

4. 


ti 


Taken  at  Taken  down 
Screen.  Pit. 


Parts 

per  100,000 

at  100°C. 

81.200 

84.200 

•  *  *  ... 

6.532 

6,994 

•  • .  ... 

0.002 

0.003 

...  ... 

0.008 

0.006 

•  •  •  ... 

0.040 

0.046 

...  ... 

0.028 

0.028 

.  •  •  ... 

0.060 

0.061 

ojead  and  other  poisonous  metals  .  ...  None.  None 

Hardness  before  boiling.  Dr.  Clark* s  scale  (1-1 

part  of  clacium  carbonate  per  100,000).  46.3°  46.3° 

Hardness  after  boiling  1  hr.  do.  26.3°  23.8° 

Appearance  in  two-foot  tube...  ...  ...Very  faint  green  Colourless 

and  clear.  &  very  faint¬ 
ly  cloudy. 

Smell  when  warmed  .  None  None 

Microscopical  examination  of  sediment  ...  Satisfactory.  Satisfsctay. 

These  two  samples  of  water  are  almost  identical  in  chemical 
composition  and  are  of  satisfactory  organic  purity,  as  shown  by 
the  ammonia  and  oxygen  absorbed  figures- 

The  chloride  content  is  somewhat  high,  but  is  not  indicative 
of  sewage  pollution,  and  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  any  brackish  taste. 

^ The  amount  of  solid  matter  in  solution  and  the  hardness  are 
considerable  and  cause  the  water  to  be  far  from  ideal  for  domestic 
use.  If,  however,  the  water  is  to  be  used  for  an  emergency  supply 
this  drawback  need  not  prevent  its  use  for  that  purpose.” 

"5th  July  1941. 

REPORT  ON  A  SAMPLE  OP  Water 


To  Dr .Angus, 

Ashington. 

Lab.  Reference  ..W.104.  Your  Ref...  2 

Description  of  Sample  . .  Water  taken  from  tap  at  2,Woodhorn  Ores, 

Newbiggin. 

Collected  -  2-7-41  at  1  p.m. 

Date  received  . .  2-7-41  at  3  p»m. 

Examination  requested  ..  Bacteriological. 

Report  . .  Number  of  colonies  per  ml  of  water 

developing  at  37^0 . .  Nil 

22 °G  Q4 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aerogenes 
organisms  per  100ml  of  water  .......  5 


11 5th  July  1941. 
REPORT  ON  A  SAMPLE  OP  Water. 

To. Dr.  Angus, 

Ashington. 

Lab .Reference  ..  W.103.  Your  Ref...  1. 

5. 


Description  of  Sample  . .  Water  taken  from  tap  in  Council  Offices, 

Newbiggin. 

Collected  -  2-7-41  at  11.15  a.m. 

Date  received  . .  2-7-41  at  3  p.m. 

Examination  requested  . .  Bacteriological. 

Report  ..  Number  of  colonies  per  ml  of  water 


developing  at  37 ~C  .  5 

22  °C  .  126 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aerogenes 
organisms  per  100ml  of  water .  160  ’* 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

No  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  no 
further  works  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892  were  undertaken. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  undertaken. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  (Newbiggin  32) 

(North  Seaton  126)  . .  158 

Number  of  Water  Closets  . .  2,332 

(The  reduction  is  the  result  of  the  cataclysm  of  the  7th  November  1941) 

Number  of  pail  closets  (on  allotments)  . . . . .  4 

Number  of  Ashpits  (Newbiggin  30) 

(North  Seaton  75)  . . . .  105 

Public  Conveniences  number  3  in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


All  scavenging  of  the  whole  area  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour. 

Equipments  one  Dennis  9  cu.yd.  Freighter, 

two  covered  low-loading  horse  drawn  carts. 

The  latter  are  mainly  used  in  connection  with  the  scavenging 
of  North  Seaton  Colliery  and  district. 

Tips i  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  on  the  four  acre  site 
at  Blue  Holes  purchased  by  the  Council  for  this  purpose  in  May  1940. 

The  refuse  from  North  Seaton  Colliery  is  tipped  into  a  large 
dis-used  quarry  within  very  easy  reach  of  North  Seaton  Colliery. 

6. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No  action  taken. 
CAMPING  SITES. 


Camping  in  the  district  prohibited  by  the  competent-  military 
authority. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 


Not  infrequent  domestic  chimney  firings  vitiate  most  annoyingly 
and  intensively  the  atmosphere  in  the  district  and  steps  are  taken 
*  from  time  to  time  to  prosecute  the  offenders  who  permit  the  chimney 
of  their  dwellings  to  become  aflame. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS . 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools. 

Pithead  baths  are  in  use  at 

Newbiggin  Colliery  -  accommodation  .  1,050 

North  Seaton  Colliery  -  accommodation  ...  700 


for  the  use  of  mine  workers  exclusively. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS, 


Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year  was  Nil. 


Number  of  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
year  was  6  (5  at  North  Seaton,  3  at  Newbiggin).  All  were  disinfested 


The  method  employed  for  disinfestation  is  by  means  of 
"Pyragra"  Insecticide  used  with  a  pressure  spray. 

All  disinfestations  when  necessary  are  carried  out  by  Council 
employees  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  schools  in  the  di strict s- 


Newbiggin 


North  Seaton  - 


3  council  schools  (senior,  junior  and  infant), 
2  C.  of  S,  schools (junior  and  infant). 

2  council  schools  (junior  and  infant). 


SECTION  D. 

Housing . 

Number  of  New  houses  erected  during  1941s- 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  (with  state  assistance) 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .y . . 


. .None 
..  .None 


SECTION  E, 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


No.  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  at  21.12.41  .  8 

No.  of  Registered  Purveyors  of  Milk  at  31*12.41  .  13 

No.  of  cows  at  31*12.41 . . . . . . .  119 


Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  cleanliness.  Of  these  9  satisfied  both  the 
Methylene  Blue  and  Coliform  Tests  and  two  failed  to  pass  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  while  satisfying  the  Coliform  Test. 

Eight  specimens  of  milk  from  herds  within  the  district  were 
sent  for  biological  testing  at  the  County  Laboratory.  All  were 
reported  as  "B. tuberculosis  not  found" . 

In  mid  December  1940,  a  specimen  of  milk,  produced  within  the 
district,  was  reported  to  be  contaminated  with  tubercle  bacilli. 
During  January _ investigations  amongst  the  animals  of  this  particular 
herd  were  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries,  these  including  the  taking  of  group  and 
individual  samples  for  biological  testing.  By  the  3.3.41  it  was 
possible  to  certify  that  the  milk  produced  from  this  herd..was  non- 
tuberculous.  At  a  later  date,  21.4.41,  the  milk  from  the  same 
herd  was  again  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  Further 
observations  and  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  and  all  the  samples  taken  were  reported  as 
having  been  returned  negative  to  the  biological  test  on  the  2.3.41. 

Meat  &  Other  Foods. 

The  central  slaughtering  premises  and  depot  for  the  distribution 
and  allocation  of  meat  for  the  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin  continue 
to  be  situated  in  the  same  abattoirs  as  indicated  in  the  previous 
report . 

Hence  the  inspection  of  meat  for  this  district  is  carried  out 
there  by  the  Meat  Inspectors  of  the  Urban  District  of  Ashington. 

Number  of  registered  slaughter  houses  at  31.12.41  in  Newbiggin 
U.D.  was  four. 

Below  is  given . a  table  of  unsound  foodstuffs,  including  meat, 
which  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Meat  Inspector  of  the 
Newbiggin  U.D.  during  the  years- 


Beef .  22 Yz  st. 

Bacon... . 24)4  lb. 

Cheese  . . 7  lb. 

Luncheon  Beef  . .  7V. 2  lb. 


Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk . 49  tins.  (ea.  14 •]£  ozs.) 

8. 


SHELL  PISH. 


Shell  fish  picked  from  the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Church 
and  Spital  Points  respectively  are  exposed  for  sale  by  various 
vendors  in  Newbiggin  district. 


These  have  been  subjected  to  boiling  and  thereafter  are  put  up 
in  small  packets  and  are  sold  for  human  consumption. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  shell  fish  become 
polluted  by  the  waters  washed  in  over  the  rocks  by  the  flow  of  the 
tide  as  the  sea  water  passes  the  sewage  effluents  from  Ashington 
and  Newbiggin,  the  sewers  emerging  at  each  of  these  promontories. 


The  following  are  bacteriological  reports  on  specimens  of 
whelks  obtained  from  the  rocks  unboiled  and  boiled.  In  the  latter 
case  the  whelks  at  this  stage  were  exposed  for  sale. 


(1)  ‘’Nature  of  specimen  ..  Sample  of  Whelks  from  Newbiggin  Rocks 

(unboiled) 


Date  received  ..  19-9-4-1. 


Examination  requested  ..  Organisms. 

Reports  Approx,  number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms 
per  winkle  -  1,000,000, 

No  specific  pathogenic  types  found.” 


(2)  "Nature  of  specimen  ..  Sample  of  Whelks  from - , 

Prospect  Place,  Newbiggin.  (Boiled) 
Date  received  ..  16-9-4-1. 


Examination  requested  ..  Organisms. 

Reports  No  pathogenic  organisms  found. 

B.  coli  not  found  in  quantities  of  lOcc  or 
less  of  a  suspension  of  which  each  lOcc 
represents  one  winkle.” 


It  would  seem  therefore  that  in  this  particular  instance 
(specimen  2)  the  boiling  or  cooking  had  been  sufficiently  thorough 
to  ensure  a  reasonable  margin  of  safety  for  them  to  be  partaken 
by  humans. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

diseases. 


Up  to  the  30th  September,  194-1,  cases  of  infectious  disease 

9. 


requiring  isolation  and  treatment  in  hospital  were  removed  either 

to  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
or  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Ashington.  On  the  1st 
October  1941,  the  South  East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board 
of  which  the  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin  is  a  constituent,  came  into 
being  and  from  that  date  cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease 
requiring  inpatient  treatment  were  removed  to  one  or  other  of  the 
hospitals  leased  by  the  Board  at  Ashington,  Bedlington  or  Morpeth. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

Cases 

to 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notified 

10 

Hospital. 

5 

1 

Diphtheria 

7 

6 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

(incl.  paratyphoid) 
Pneumonia 

46 

4 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

62 

Measles 

80 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 

‘(SOTOS* TnSTO’OT'; - 


Disease . 


Und.  65  & 

1  yr*  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35“  45-  over  Total. 


H 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
( incl . paratyphoid ) 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 
Me as les 

Whooping  Cough. 


5 

2 


2 

2 


-  15-5-  - 

-  -  1  2  1  -  2 


4 

1 


6  4  5  7  -  2 

-  -  -  -  -  1 


1  - 
1  - 

-  1 

7  3 
1  - 


5 

1 


10  11  9  19  27  1  -  -  1  - 

8  11  6  13  21  -  -  1 


10 

7 

2 

46 

5 

1 

80 

62 


— E- Lev er  showed  a  decrease  of  3  from  the  previous  year,  5  cases 
being  removed  to  hospital  with  one  death  occurring  therein. 

giphtheria  figures  moved  from  3  to  7  during  the  12  months,  6  of  these 
being  treated  in  hospital. 

Dip the  id  a  Immunisation.  It  will  be  remembered  that  several  short 
campaigns  had  been  inaugurated  from  time  to  time  in  Newbiggin,  the 
first  being  in  early  1938  by  means  of  the  now  obsolete  one  shot 
method  with  Alum  Precipitated Tosoid .  The  second  campaign,  this 
time  by  means  of  two  separate  inoculations,  commenced  towards  the 
end  of  1938. 
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This  immunisation  against  diphtheria  had  been  permitted  by  the 
Council  to  be  carried  out  by  general  practitioners,  though  little 
effort  had  been  made  sufficiently  to -sustain  the  herd  immunity 
which  could  be  conferred  on  the  child  population  by  the  maintenance 
of  the  continuity  of  these  campaigns. 

However,  the  arrival  of  Ministry  of  Health  circular  2230,  which 
reached  the  Health  Department  in  mid  December  1940,  gave  a  renewed 
impetus  to  secure  protection  against  diptheria  among  children. 

The  circular  also  recommended  that  the  Local  Authorities 
should  consult  with  the  local  education  authority  or  Welfare  Authority 
as  to  the  best  means  of  pursuading  parents  and  guardians  to  have 
their  children  immunised.  At  the  same  time  it  was  advised  that 
the  work  of  immunisation  could  be  most  expeditiously  and  conveniently 
carried  out  at  selected  places  where  children  can  be  assembled  and 
the  education  authority  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council  placed 
most  generously  the  school  premises  at  the  disposal  of  your  Medical 
Officers  to  carry  out  the  immunisations  during  school  hours. 

Further  so  far  as  Newbiggin  Urban  District  was  concerned  where 
the  estimated  school  population  was,  during  1941,  approximately 
1*357*  your  Medical  Officers,  Dim  McGregor  and  myself,  carried  out 
the  entire  immunisation  campaign,  assisted  by  school  nurses  of  the 
N.C.C.  seconded  temporarily  for  that  purpose  as  occasion  demanded 
and  a  trained  nurse  attached  to  the  First  Aid  Post. 

Thus  the  campaign  commenced  on  17th  January  and  continued  until 
the  end  of  May  when  it  could  be  said  that  all  the  acceptors  at  the 
seven  schools  had  been  completely  protected. 

Theoretically  only  two  visits,  corresponding  to  the  number  of 
injections  should  be  necessary  to  each  school,  but  for  various 
reasons  this  number  was  extended  to  third  and  fourth  visits  to  many 
of  the  schools  in  order  to  give  first  and  second  inoculations  to 
those  scholars  who  were  absent  at  the  time  of  the  medical  officers* 
original  visits. 

There  were  various  influences  which  acted  adversely  on  the 
campaign  and  increased  the  amount  of  work  for  the  medical  officers 
and  nurses,  and  these  might  be  enumerated  as  follows:-  (1)  the 
severe  weather  of  the  early  part  of  1941  when  the  campaign  was 
launched,  (2)  absenteeism  especially  amongst  the  children  in  the 
infant  departments,  from  (a)'  measles,  (b)  chickenpox.  (c)  whooping 
cough  and  (d)  respiratory  and  other  affections,  and  (3)  the 
interposition  of  school  holidays. 

The  most  up-to-date  method  recently  advocated  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  that  is  October  1942,  urges  immunisation  for  every  child 
about  the  age  of  one  year  old  to  be  followed  at  the  time  of  its 
entry  to  school  by  a  further  single  reinforcing  dose  of  reagent  which 
would  maintain  ifcs  immunity  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  its 
school  life. 
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During  1941  the  following  ere  the  numbers  of  children  who 
were  completely  protected  by  the  prescribed  course  with  the  reagent 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Alum  Precipitated  Toxpid), 

The  U.D.C.  is  not  a  Welfare  Authority  and  the  numbers  relating  to 
children  under  five  years  f  age  are  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  N.C. C. 


Under  five  years 
5-15  years 


254 

710 


Anterior  and  posterior  Schick  testing  have  been  practised. 
Enteric  Fevers. 

About  November  of  this  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  separated 
typhoid  from  the  paratyphoid  fevers,  hence  in  future  each  infection 
will  be  described  separately , 

Typhoid  Fever  -  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Paratyphoid  B.  Fever  -  There  were  two  cases  of  paratyphoid  B.  fever 
notified,  occurring  in  the  same  household.  Both  were  removed  to 
hospital  and  made  complete  recoveries. 

It  was  probable  that  one  of  the  cases  was  a  secondary  of  the 
first  case  notified. 

As  there  had  been  a  recent  antecedent  illness  in  one  of  the 
members  of  the  family,  it  was  thought  possible  that  the  bacillus 
para  B.  might  have  been  responsible  for  the  ill-defined  infection 
in  this  particular  member.  So,  accordingly,  the  remainder  of  the 
household  were  brought  to  the  isolation  hospital  for  observation, 
but  none  of  them  showed  any  reactions  suggestive  of  para  B.  fever. 

The  origin  of  this  sporadic  outbreak  remained  untraced. 

You  will  no  doubt  recollect  my  strong  convictions  of  the  source 
of  the  extensive  outbreak  of  Para  B.  fever  during  1940  in  this 
district,  namely  that  artificial  or  synthetic  cream  was  the  vehicle 
by  means  of  which  the  infection  was  brought  to,  and  spread  in, 
Newbiggin  and  elsewhere. 

An  important  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  2198  of  the 
25th  October  1940,  consolidated  the  measures  to  be  observed  by  those 
engaged  in  food  handling,  and  emphasised  (a)  the  provisions  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926,  (b)  the  Public  Health  (Infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations  1927,  and  (c)  The  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
section  13  (i). 

This  particular  section  15,  amongst  other  things,  dealt  with 
the  provision  in,  or  within  reasonable  distance  of,  the  room  suitable 
washing  basins  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  soap,  clean  towels  and 
clean  water,  both  hot  and  cold,  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in 
the  room,  that  is  any  room  in  which  food  is  prepared  and  intended 
for  human  consumption. 
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Hence  all  persons  engaged  in  the  preparation  or  handling  of  food 
intended  for  sale  are  required  by  law  to  observe  cleanliness  and 
habitually  to  take  all  elementary  precautions, 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  implications  of  this  circular  may 
have  been  applied  much  more  thoroughly  in  those  districts  in  which 
factories  existed  for  the  preparation  of  this  former  universal 
artificial  cream,  since  there  would  appear  to  be  a  general  decline  in 
the  number  of  notifications  throughout  the  country  during  1941. 

Measles  -  The  susceptibles,  for  the  most  part  pre-school  and 
school "children,  had  been  pretty  well  salted  during  the  previous 
year  (336  cases;  and  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disorder  declined 
to  80  for  the  twelve  months. 

This  virus  infection  did  not  on  the  whole  appear  to  be  a 
very  virulent  one  and  gave  rise  to  very  few  complications. 

Whooping  Cough  -  a  well-known  follower  of  measles  turned  up  with 
^Tliotir icati ons  for  the  year. 

Scabies  -  It  was  well  enough  known  that  there  was  at  least ^a 
prevalence  of  scabies  in  certain  parts  of  the  district,  and  so  soon 
as  the  South  East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board  came  into 
operation  the  Medical  Officer  had  at  his  disposal  a  greater  number 
of  beds  available  at  one  or  other  of  the  units  for  the  in-patient 
treatment  of  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  ihcluding  the 
severer  types  of  scabies,  for  the  most  part  with  secondary  septic 
conditions  super  added. 

Hence  it  came  about  that  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  yaar 
cases  of  "itch"  with  dermal  sepsis  were  admitted  from  all  the  five 
constituent  districts,  including  the  Urban  District  of  Newbiggin— by— 
the-Sea.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Bedlington  was  chosen 
for  this  purpose  and  the  following  residents  in  the  Newbiggin  area 
were  treated  in  that  hospital  for  verminous  conditions  as  follows :- 

Scabies  Only. 

~ ¥7 - 

Over  16  yrs.  1  1 

5-16  yrs.  2  3 

Under  5  yrs.  _ Z- 

3  4 


With  one  exception  all  were  members  of  the  ope  household  and 
their  stay  in  hospital  varying  from  9,  in  the  case  of  the  sl^ktsst, 
to  39,  in  the  case  of  the  most  severe,  days  in  hospital,  was  required 
to  clear  this  family  which  was  so  extensively  affected. 

The  use  of  the  Hospital  at  Bedlington  for  this  Purpose 
anticipated  the  Scabies  Order  by  about  six  weeks,  which  Order  -  an 
Order  in  Council  -  was  a  Regulation  added  to  the  Defence  General 
Regulations  1939,  and  it  was  expected  that  by  the  beginning  ol  tne 
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year  ascertainment  ot  scabies  u  .trough  tha  school  medical  service  and 
local  medical  practitioners  was  likely  to  occur,  and  arrangements 
were  made  accordingly  to  deal  with  the  sufferers  to  begin  in  the 
new  year* 

Notification  of  scabies,  however,  is  not  obligatory* 


.  Age 
Periods 

O- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  &  over 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941* 


New  Cases. 

Resp.  Non-Re sp. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

-  11 

1  2 

4  1  1 

5  1 

2  - 

2  1 
1  - 

1  - 

-  1 


Deaths. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 
M.  '  F.  M.  F. 

11 


1 


Totals  96  62  11  21 


Non-notified  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ... 
Notified  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  .......  5 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ..........  5 


CANCER  MORTALITY  DURING  1941. 


Males  Females 

20  30  45  55  65  Total  20  30  45  55  65  Total 


Stomach  ---1-1  _  _  p  _  p  p 

Cervix  ------  ~  _  p  _  p 

Breast  -  -  -  -  -  -  __«.pp2 

Bowel  ------  _  _  _  2  3  5 
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1 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 

Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  infectious  diseases  in  the  Year 
19-1-  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns, 


I  r 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  C.Bs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop. 
25,000  - 
50,000  at 

1931  Census. 

London 

Adm. 

County. 

*  Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Popul 

ation  s- 

Live  Births 

14.2  + 

14.7 

i  16.4 

8.9 

Still  st 

0.51 1 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

Deaths  o- 

All  causes 

12.9  t 

14 . 9 

13.0 

16.3 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

Influenza 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Rates  per  1,000 

Live  Births s 

Deaths  under  1  Year 

of  Age 

59 

71 

56 

68 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteris  under  2 

years  of  age 

5.1. 

7.5 

4.6 

6,8 

*  A  dash  (-) 

signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 

~t  These  rates  are  those 

published  in  the  Quarterly  Return. 

*  Rates  per 

1,000  Civilian  Populations- 

Notifications  2- 

Typhoid  fever 

0.03 

0.02 

0. 03 

0.04 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.C9 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.23 

0.31 

0.20 

0.30 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47 

1 .49 

1.51 

1.01 

Whooping  Cough 

4.39 

4,37 

4.50 

3.50 

Diphtheria 

1.25 

1.53 

1.19 

0.93 

Erys ipelas 

0.30 

0.36 

0.27 

0.50 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

10.33 

8.27 

10.47 

4.77 

Pneumonia 

1.25 

1.53 

1.04 

1.07 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  ( hive  and  Still); 


Maternal  Mortality s- 

(Excluding 

Abortion) 

Puerperal  Infection 

) 

(Ho.  147) 

0.48 

Others 

1.75 

) 

-  NOT  AVAILABLE  - 

Total 

2.23 

) 

Notifications : - 

2.29 

19.33 

Puerperal  Fever) 
n  Pyrexia  ) 

11.91 

15.64 

9.43 

f  Including  puerperal  fever 
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